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The Law Foundation of Ontario has selected seven public interest organizations for the 2009/2010 term of its Public Interest Articling Fellowships program. The Fellowships were established in response to a significant need for assistance by public interest organizations and a desire among law students to gain experience in public interest law. 
The program expands opportunities for articling in public interest organizations in Ontario by helping those that have no access to other sources of funding for articling positions.
“We are pleased to continue to cover the articling expenses of students for these organizations”, explains LFO Chair, Larry Banack. “The aim is to encourage students to pursue an area of law that is often neglected because of financial restrictions.” As a result, both the student and organization reap the benefits of a rewarding articling experience.
The seven organizations selected are:

· Amnesty International Canada (Ottawa) – an organization dedicated to the protection and promotion of human rights;
· the Association in Defence of the Wrongly Convicted (AIDWYC) (Toronto) – an organization which champions the cause of individuals who have been wrongly convicted on murder charges;
· the Barbra Schlifer Commemorative Clinic (Toronto) – an organization which provides free legal advice, counselling and language interpretation to women who are victims of violence;
· Canadian Civil Liberties Association (Toronto) – an organization dedicated to the furtherance of civil liberties in Canada;
· the Canadian Internet Policy and Public Interest Clinic (Ottawa) – the first and only legal clinic of its kind in Canada created to fill gaps in public policy debates on technology law issues;
· the Public Interest Advocacy Centre (Ottawa) – an organization that provides legal representation, research and advocacy on behalf of consumers; and
· Ecojustice (Toronto) – the country’s largest non-profit environmental law organization dedicated to defending Canadians’ right to a healthy natural environment.
The seven organizations were chosen by a Selection Committee made up of distinguished leaders representing the judiciary, legal profession and legal academy. They included: Justice Susan E. Lang of the Court of Appeal for Ontario; Neena Gupta, Partner of Gowlings’ Waterloo Region office; Dean Patrick J. Monahan of Osgoode Hall Law School and Chair of the Council of Ontario Law Deans; former LFO Trustee Peter W. Heisey, Partner of Benson Percival Brown LLP; current LFO Trustee 
Paul B. Schabas, Partner of Blakes; Sarah McCoubrey, Executive Director of the Ontario Justice Education Network and LFO Executive Director Mary Brown.
The LFO continues to work in partnership with the National Office of Pro Bono Students Canada, an organization dedicated to mobilizing students across Canada to embark on the pro bono tradition in the legal profession.  PBSC has strong connections with both public interest organizations and law students throughout the province, and will continue to administer the program.
The Public Interest Articling Fellowships are an opportunity for the LFO to continue its mandate of funding programs which promote and enhance justice for all Ontarians. For more information on the LFO and its programs visit www.lawfoundation.on.ca
- 30 - 
Media Contact:

Adriana Suppa

Communications Advisor 

(416) 598-1550 ext.309

asuppa@lawfoundation.on.ca
